EnglishPersonal Development
We believe that if we open our hearts and minds to the possibilities each and every one of us, no matter how small, can make a difference in our school and beyond.  The parable of the Mustard seed teaches us that God can do a lot with a little!  Through a range of systematic teaching and creativerich, reflective and creative range of  experiences, all of our young children will learn and grow as writers, and readers that immerse themselves in the fascinating and imaginative world of books.emotionally, personally and spiritually. They will develop a greater understanding of themselves, others, the world and God.	Comment by Chair Governors: Make this broader as it only relates to reading and imaginative and fascinating and there are many more purposes i.e. notes and messages and non-fiction etc. 
How will the children learn and grow personally and emotionally?
As a Church School with well-embedded school value we make sure we provide daily opportunities to explore our school values, some planned and some impromptu.  We provide a well-planned and progressive PSHE curriculum that incorporates a wide range of aspects related to personal and emotional growth including opportunities for children to:
· recognise, name and manage a range of simple and complex positive and negative emotions, and understand well-being and the factors that contribute to feeling happy
· learn how to stay safe on-line
· learn about fire and road safety
· understand how important it is to speak out to stay safe (NSPCC), know that private parts are private and learn the names of them
· learn how to stay safe by keeping clean, looking after themselves, making an emergency phone call and appreciation of medicines 
· learn about friendships and positive relationships as well as engage in regular Anti-Bullying sessions
· develop awareness of being a Young Carer
· appreciate their role as care-takers of the world
· develop an awareness of being healthy and happy in body and mind
· Appreciate and celebrate difference 
· Understand that making mistakes is part of the learning and growing process and appreciate the importance of setting personal goals 
· Learn about Dementia (we are a Dementia Friendly School)
· Understand British Values (democracy, rule of Law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance)
The children will experience our relationship and sex education programme through The Story Project, a programme designed to use high quality therapeutic texts to support the teaching of progressively planned objectives. Full details can be found in our RSE policy.



Writing
How will the children learn and grow spirituallyin Writing?
As a school we make use of the SPIRIT acronym as a ‘recipe’ for spiritual development as proposed by Rebecca Nye. She suggests that Space, Process, Imagination, Relationship, Intimacy and Trust all contribute to the provision of meaningful spiritual learning experiences. To nurture spirituality:
· Our ‘Places of Peace’, daily acts of worship, Pause Days and outdoor learning provide Space for stillness, wondering, reflecting, questioning and listening. They encourage a sense of mystery through the use of contemplative prayer, symbols and silence and allow children to simply ‘be’.
· Our creative curriculum considers the Process of learning as well as the end result. We provide opportunities for children to express their learning creatively through music, drama, dance and poetry. We have a specialist drama teacher on site that teaches in all classes. We embrace difficult questions though planned opportunities such as the R.E optional study unit ‘Big Questions’ or our topic questions as well as in our day to day conversations to help children try to make sense of the world and provide a safe framework within which they can argue, question and explore.
· Our children use their Imagination to facilitate a sense of empathy and emotion and to allow children to reflect and make meaning for themselves. We use colour emotion visuals and emotional coaching techniques to promote emotional development.
· We can build strong Relationships with each other in our small school as people journeying together to understand each other and faith.
· We foster Intimacy through listening to music and singing worship; signing is a well-established and enjoyable way of doing this. 
· We have a value of trust so that children and adults learn and grow together, listen to each other and show mutual respect.

We strive to develop the full potential of all our pupils, so they are able and empowered to become competent and successful writers. We intend to develop children’s oral communication, reading ability and creativity in order to support this. We seek to create meaningful and purposeful writing opportunities within all areas of the children’s learning. We will achieve this through engaging topics, outdoor learning focuses, rich texts and children’s own interests as well as other curriculum areas of learning. Throughout the year, children explore 6 core texts which acts as a vehicle to access knowledge, skills and understanding in a range of different subject areas. Children are fully immersed in the imaginary world of the text through narrative immersion techniques and drama. This enables the children to make emotional connections to the text and ensures their learning is memorable. This approach develops the Reading, writing, Speaking and Listening skills set out in the N.C. as well as developing deeper thinking skills and emotional intelligence. 

All children, regardless of barriers to learning, will make good or excellent progress through revisiting key objectives, understanding features of genres and embedding writing skills. In addition to this, children will receive appropriate, timely and targeted intervention where required in order to ensure progress. 
In Early Years, children will be provided with opportunities to use the rich learning environment both inside and out, to develop their communication & listening skills, imagination, mark making skills and writing. At KS1, children will learn to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. To be able to do this effectively, pupils will focus on developing effective transcription and effective composition. They will also develop an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. We intend for pupils to leave school being able to use fluent, legible and speedy handwriting. 

How do we make this happen?
1. 
1. Daily English lessons
1. Daily phonics sessions
1. Regular Handwriting sessions
1. Discrete grammar lessons
1. Oral story telling
1. Talk for writing 
1. Drama rich
1. Quality texts
1. Texts related to topic
1. Cross curricular writing
1. Guided Reading – focus on language and audience
1. Write dance
1. Rainbow writing
1. Fine and gross motor skills activities 
1. Notebooks and paper available for free writing
1. Book corners	Comment by Chair Governors: Do you need a sentence to explain that all reading activities will feed into writing outcomes?


How do we know this has made a difference?
Assessment in writing takes place throughout lessons. Teachers listen carefully, observe, ask questions and review children’s learning as part of every lesson. Within lessons, teachers are quick to identify any child who may need further support. Children are also part of assessing their journey by marking their learning label - filling in the learning line and colouring the pedagog stamps either ‘growing green’ or ‘tickled pink.’
Misconceptions are identified and addressed rapidly to ensure children made good progress. Teachers have a good understanding in the progression of skills and knowledge in English and can use this knowledge confidently to extend and challenge high attaining pupils.
EYFS Assessment of children’s progress to the Early Learning Goal in reading and writing is made termly and is regularly reviewed and next steps are identified. Progress and attainment is noted using photographs and observational notes as well as summative assessments. Progress is recorded in each child’s Learning Journey on Tapestry. Statutory assessments are made at the end of EYFS. 
Key Stage 1&2 Formative assessments are made during each English lesson. This formative assessment is used to inform further planning, identifying next steps in learning and identify children who require further support and challenge. Summative assessments are made at the end of each term to monitor children’s knowledge and understanding of concepts taught. Progress is discussed at termly ‘Pupil Progress Meetings’ and focus children are indicated. Statutory assessments are made at the end of key stage 1.
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